
The Parliamentary Tradition in Irish Politics — Elections and Representation in 
Ireland, 1826–1919 

Source Carousel Worksheet Option  

 

Name: ____________________________  Class: ______________________  
Date: __________________ 

 

Instructions for Students 

You will move between several archival source stations showing different kinds of historical 
evidence (letters, newspapers, reports, witness statements, etc.). 
At each station: 

• Read the document or study the image carefully. 
• Answer the questions below — write short notes or bullet points. 
• If you finish early, complete the Extension Challenge for that station. 

 

Station Number / Source Title: _______________________________ 

(Write the name or type of source, e.g. “Witness Statement, Galway Election 1833”) 

 

1.  Understanding the Source 

a. Who created it, and what type of document is it? 
b. When and where was it made? 
c. What event or issue is being described? 

Your notes: 

 
 
 

Extension Challenge: 
Why might this person or group have felt it was important to record or publish this? 
What audience or purpose might they have had in mind? 

 
 



2. Reading Between the Lines 

a. What opinions or emotions can you detect in this source? 
b. What kind of language or tone does the author use? (e.g. angry, persuasive, proud, 
defensive) 
c. What might this tell you about their attitude to the election or to democracy? 

Your notes: 

 
 
 

Extension Challenge: 
What is not being said here? What might be hidden, exaggerated, or ignored? 
Can you spot any political or social bias? 

 
 

3. Evidence and Interpretation 

a. What details or evidence in this source help you understand what elections were like? 
b. What does this suggest about fairness, influence, or power in the political system? 

Your notes: 

 
 
 

Extension Challenge: 
If you compared this source with another one you’ve seen today, would it support or 
contradict it? 
Explain your reasoning. 

 
 

4. Impact and Change 

a. What does this source reveal about how democracy was developing in Ireland at the time? 
b. Does it show progress, resistance, or conflict? 

Your notes: 

 
 
 



Extension Challenge: 
How might this source connect to a later moment in Irish history — for example, the Home 
Rule debates or the first Dáil in 1919? 

 
 

5. Reliability and Perspective 

a. Can we trust this source completely? Why or why not? 
b. What factors affect its reliability (author, purpose, timing, tone)? 

Your notes: 

 
 
 

Extension Challenge: 
How would a modern historian use this source? Would they take it at face value, or as 
evidence of something deeper (like class, gender, or power)? 

 
 

 
6. Reflection 

After reading this source: 
a. What new understanding do you have about elections or democracy in 19th-century 
Ireland? 
b. What surprised you or made you think differently about the past? 

Your notes: 

 
 
 

Extension Challenge: 
How does this connect to democracy in Ireland today? 
What lessons about fairness or participation could we apply to the modern world? 

 
 

Optional Plenary Prompt (for final rotation or homework) 

After visiting all stations, complete this summary: 



What do these sources, taken together, reveal about democracy, corruption, and reform in 
Ireland between 1826 and 1919? 

 
 
 

Extension Challenge: 
Choose two sources that disagree or contrast. Write 2–3 sentences explaining why historians 
might value both perspectives when studying the past. 
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