
The Parliamentary Tradition in Irish Politics — Elections and Representation in 
Ireland, 1826–1919 

Source Detective Worksheet 

 

Name: ____________________________  Class: ______________________  
Date: __________________ 

 

Instructions for Students 

Your task is to investigate one archival source and uncover what it reveals about democracy, 
power, and representation in 19th-century Ireland. 

Read the source carefully. Use the questions below to guide your thinking. 
Write short notes, quotes, or bullet points. 

If you finish early, try the Challenge Questions for deeper analysis. 

About the Source 
  
Title / Description of Source: _________________________________ 
Date: _________________________________ 
Type of Document: (e.g. letter, report, newspaper, statement, pamphlet) 
Who Created It? _________________________________ 

 

Part 1 – Getting the Facts (Comprehension Level) 

(These questions help you gather basic information about your source.) 

What is happening in this source? 

 

Who is involved, and what are they trying to achieve? 

 

When and where is this taking place? 

 

What problem, issue, or event is being discussed? 



 

Challenge: 
Why might this event or issue have been significant in Ireland’s political history? 

 
 

Part 2 – Reading Between the Lines (Interpretation Level) 

(These questions help you think about opinions, motives, and emotions.) 

What does this source tell you about life or politics in Ireland at the time? 

 

What opinions or emotions can you identify in the source (e.g. anger, frustration, pride)? 

 

What might the author want readers to think or feel? 

 

Challenge: 
Can you detect any bias or persuasive language? 
What clues give this away? 

 
 

Part 3 – Making Judgments (Evaluation Level) 

(These questions help you think critically about reliability and significance.) 

Do you think this source gives a fair and accurate picture of the event? Why or why not? 

 

What information might be missing or one-sided? 

 

How could you check or confirm the accuracy of this account? 

 

Challenge: 
If you had a second source about the same event, what differences might you expect to find? 
What would that tell you about perspective and reliability? 



 
 

Part 4 – Drawing Conclusions (Synthesis Level) 

(These questions help you link your source to the bigger story of democracy in Ireland.) 

What does this source reveal about how democratic elections were in the 19th century? 

 

Does it show progress or problems in how people voted or were represented? 

 

What might this source suggest about the need for reform? 

 
 
Challenge: 
How does this source connect to later developments — like the Reform Acts, Home Rule, or 
the first Dáil in 1919? 

 
 

Part 5 – Reflection and Communication 

What surprised you most about this source? 

 

If you could ask the author one question, what would it be? 

 

Extension: 
Write 2–3 sentences answering this inquiry question: 

“What does this source teach us about democracy and power in 19th-century Ireland?” 
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